
Padre Parents 
March 3,2016 

 
Present:, Murial Lin, Heidi Short, Molly McRae, Kimberly Whittaker, Rick Lopez, 
Jeff the Counselor, Susan Abrahams, Mary Rice, Jim Airola,  
 
Jeff  Schatz~ Counselor’s Message: Currently meeting with Sophomores one-on-one to 
determine next year’s schedules. Then Mr. Lopez begins fine tuning the master schedule for next 
year. Also working with students to determine whether they would like to take the ACT test vs. 
the SAT, since the SAT has recently gone from a total score of 2400 to 1600, and many colleges 
are still determining the effectiveness of the new format for admission requirements. Students 
are going to be given the choice; CHS kids traditionally do better on the ACT and so he is 
encouraging most students to do that test; but kids can choose to do the SAT if desired (or both). 
 
Principal’s Message – Mr. Lopez:  Will be fine-tuning next year’s schedule in the next 
month. The goal is that students stay within the schedule of classes that they select once the new 
year rolls around. We work hard to make sure there are very few schedule changes in August; 
this allows us to get right to instruction time, instead of spending weeks adjusting both teachers 
and student schedules. There are occasionally extenuating circumstances and sometimes life 
changes – health or family situations that occur over the Summer – which need to be 
accommodated and we do our best. 
 
Introduced new Assistant Principal Craig Tuana. 
He was originally a Special Ed teacher; was most recently an admin at Linbrook High in San 
Jose, which is where he graduated from high school. Craig is very happy to be here at Carmel 
High. It’s his 7th day here, he is working on overseeing 504’s; also works on disciplinary issues 
which he enjoys. It helps him get to know the student body, and understand what kids are 
struggling with.  His goal for the year is to get to know the school’s strengths and weaknesses. 
And see what he can fine tune, and improve. 
 
Mr. Lopez mentioned construction on the new roundabout at Highway 1 (Near Pebble and 
CHOMP) which starts in April. There is a feeling that it will impact our staff and student body 
on timing of getting to school; a lot of our kids come from the Monterey area, so will have to 
navigate this heavy construction daily; as well as our staff that come from as far away as Aptos 
and San Jose.  
 
Mr. Lopez also addressed the bomb situation from last week. He explained the process by which 
they determined how to address the situation. He is in the process of re-evaluating how they did 
and what they could do better. Attendance went down 75% that day; only 25% students showed 
up. A normal day is 95% attendance or higher. He opened it up for discussion. One parent 
wanted more information and said it was hard to make a decision about whether to send her 
child to school based on what the information that was given. The threat was on Ogle; an 
anonymous social platform. It was brought to the school’s attention by a parent whose child had 
seen it. The Sheriff’s Office was really responsive and did a great job, in Rick’s opinion. You can’t 
put a % on the credibility of the threat. This is the first time the Carmel Unified district has ever 
had to deal with something like this. Threats against the schools used to be common place. We 
think we responded with an abundance of caution. If we truly thought this was a credible, 100% 



threat, we would have closed the school. CHS is going to work on drills for the students (hostile 
intruder, fire, bomb threats, etc.)  
2) Does anyone from law enforcement monitor social media locally? No. CHS is looking in to 
finding a company to hire to monitor social media for us. CHS asked Ogle to take down the 
CHS-page on Ogle and they would not. We cannot monitor or have any authority over anything 
one of our students does elsewhere. It’s outside of our jurisdiction; if we get wind of parties with 
kids drinking/smoking, we notify parents and allow them to handle it. It’s difficult to commit 
school resources to monitor things outside of our realm/campus. We do have Go Guardian 
which monitors what the kids do on their Google Chrome Books, because it is on our network.  
 
It’s a new dynamic that we now have to monitor the internet and social media. It would be nice 
if there was a way for the tech experts at our school would let parents know what apps to 
monitor because there are so many apps and the students are always changing which one is their 
new favorite, etc. There was a suggestion to have a parent group (Padre Parents?) who could 
help monitor what kids are doing and share information with each other.  
 
Wrap-up: They did search the house of the student who  
“they believe” made the threat on Ogle. He denied making the threat; nothing was found. They 
also interviewed his parents. The SO determined it was not credible.  
 
 


